
W hen the Lake County Agricultural Society 
decided we needed a mascot to represent the Lake 

County Fair; we considered several candidates. The mascot 
needed to have a strong connection to the Fair and the exhibits 
and features enjoyed by the Fairgoers.

We chose the honey bee. And we named our bee, Beatrice, but we 
fondly call her Bea. She will be at the Lake County Fair August 5-14, 2011 
plus other fun events throughout the summer.

Without the honey bee, there wouldn’t be flowers, fruits, clover, alfalfa, plus many 
other things. Even animals rely on food that is possible due to the pollination magic of the tiny honey bee. 
Pollination happens when pollen sticks to the fuzzy hairs which cover the bees’ bodies. Some of the pollen 
rubs off on the next flower they visit, fertilizing the flower and resulting in better fruit and plant production. 
Some plants will not produce fruit at all without the help of the honey bee. Honey bees are responsible for 
pollinating one-third of all the foods we eat.

Just think of all the goodies we enjoy each day that contain that sweet ingredient called honey. Honey is a 
thick liquid produced by bees from the nectar of flowers. Honey bees refine and concentrate the nectar to 
make honey. Bees live on stored honey and pollen all winter, so we must be careful not to take too much 
of it for our use.

Bea and her relatives live in groups called colonies and their homes are called hives. Bees are social 
and cooperative insects. There may be up to 20,000 bees in a hive in the wild and up to 80,000 
in domestic hives.

Bea and her honey bee friends throughout the world need your help. Bees are the happiest and 
healthiest when they live in a pollution free environment. They love gardens full of flowers and fruits. 
Just remember what we would be missing if we didn’t have the honey bee in our world.

Bea and her Fair friends would like all children from ages eleven and under to join them on our 
website and enter our coloring contest. There are great prizes for the winners of each age group. Go to 
www.Lake-County-Fair.com and click on “Coloring Contest Page” located under the Lake County Fair Menu.


